Mid and South West Wales Community Cohesion Fund 2026-27
Project Brief for Applicants
About the Fund
The Community Cohesion Small Grants Fund supports local projects that aim to build stronger, safer, and more connected communities across Carmarthenshire, Ceredigion, Pembrokeshire, and Powys. The fund supports work that promotes mutual understanding, tackles community tensions, supports integration, and celebrates diversity.
You can apply for £500 to £3,000 to support your project.
What is Community Cohesion?
Community cohesion is about helping people from different backgrounds to feel part of a shared community. It’s about encouraging respect, shared values, positive relationships, and a strong sense of belonging.
Funding Priorities – Your project must meet at least one of the following:
· Deliver events or activities which bring together those with minority Protected Characteristics and those from the majority, to increase social contact and foster good relations. Proposals should consider how projects can support integration, tackle loneliness and isolation, or tackle segregation. Projects should aim to identify commonality through shared interests, experiences, or values.
· Deliver activities which seek to mitigate or eliminate community tensions arising from misconceptions or stereotypes of minority communities.
We encourage projects that:
· Facilitate meaningful contact between communities that wouldn’t usually interact
· Mark campaigns or awareness events such as Black History Month, Interfaith Week, Hate Crime Awareness Week, etc.
· Use creative methods like arts, sport, storytelling, or food to promote understanding
· Reach new or underrepresented communities
Who Can Apply?
You must be:
· A constituted group, community organisation, charity or non-profit
· Operating within one or more of the four counties listed above
· Covered by public liability insurance
· Able to provide evaluation data and receipts
We cannot fund:
· Projects already completed (no retrospective funding)
· Repeat projects previously funded
· Projects submitted by individuals or for individual benefit
· Religious, philosophical, or political activities
· Ongoing staffing costs or building costs
· Projects with high admin costs or poor value for money
· Projects involving children/vulnerable adults without safeguarding in place
Application Process
1. Complete the Application Form
Answer all questions clearly. Use the budget template provided. Attach your insurance certificate and if applicable, attach your safeguarding policy.
1. Submit by Friday 26th June 2026
1. Email to: comcommunitycohesion@carmarthenshire.gov.uk
1. Review Process
Applications will be scored by a panel using a shared scoring template based on:
· Strength of community cohesion aim 	
· Inclusivity and reach
· Value for money				
· Project planning and sustainability
· Clarity of outcomes and evaluation plan
You may be contacted for clarification or follow-up information.
1. Decision and Offer
Successful applicants will receive:
· A grant agreement to sign
· Branding guidelines
· Payment/part payment
During and After Your Project
If funded, you agree to:
· Attend a short online session to learn of our expectations as the funders of your project – this is compulsory, and we reserve the right to withdraw the funding offer if you do not attend without reasonable reason
· Use funder logos in all publicity
· Capture feedback using the Post-Project Participant Questionnaire
· Submit a final report with a budget breakdown and photos (with consent)
· Keep receipts and records for all spending
· Cooperate with any check-in calls or visits from the Community Cohesion team
Spending Deadline: All funds must be used by 31/1/27 without exception
Final Report Due: 28/2/2027
Key Questions to Ask Yourself Before Applying
· Does our project create real opportunities for connection and inclusion?
· How will it promote positive relationships or mutual understanding?
· Who will benefit—and how inclusive and far-reaching is our activity?
· Are our budget and delivery plans realistic and clear?
· Do we have safeguarding and insurance in place if needed?

Support
Help is available if you need assistance completing your application or would like this information in another format (including Welsh):
Email: comcommunitycohesion@carmarthenshire.gov.uk


